NUTS RESEARCH REGISTER – COVER NOTE
Introduction

At the 2013 meeting of the NUTS History Group Chris Holloway volunteered to draft up and maintain a register of resource materials that may be of use to researchers active within our sport, who may be engaged in work on their own club, a specific athlete, a general aspect of the sport or a governing body.

Chris has now put a document together which outlines possible content for this research, which will ultimately be hosted and promoted through the NUTS website.  
At this stage the key issues are agreeing the objectives, and populating the register

Attached is a pdf which Chris has put together with a lot of information to help the NUTS develop this register.
Register Objective (page 2)
1. To provide a reference document for all those interested in researching the history of the sport of athletics in Great Britain, Ireland & the Channel Islands.

2. The scope of their interest may be a passing enquiry about a family member or a detailed request for information into a specific club or event.

3. It aims to list the major known resources and sources of information that exist that may help someone with an interest in our sport.

4. It should include any practical help in using the resource.  This may include an assessment of the quantity, quality and range of information?   Any techniques and observations that can be used when accessing the resource should be provided.  These may be such things as the “best time to visit”, “techniques” used when querying the material etc.

Information to Be Maintained (page 3-4)
As a start Chris proposes to keep some/all the following information on each resource.

For some “types” certain aspects may be unnecessary and others needed. In some cases the usage may vary.

	Aspect
	Content
	Notes

	Address
	Online web address of the resource
	These may change over time or become obsolete.

	Contact
	This would be the contact name and details for the collection.
	This may need to be restricted.

	Content
	This would list any available headline descriptions of the material held e.g.

Alan Lindop Collection
	

	Date/Source
	The date that this information was last known to be correct and provided by whom
	

	Description
	This would be the description of the collection e.g. NUTS Library
	

	Format
	How the material is presented.
	

	Indexation
	This would give an idea of any indexation that may exist of the material held.

It may be broken down by collection
	

	Location
	This would be the address/location  of the resource
	

	Notes
	Any explanatory or ancillary notes.
	

	Pages
	The number of pages within the material
	

	Reference
	An internal register reference for use when making changes or reference to this specific material.

Not yet implemented.
	


Resource Types

Chris is suggesting we group the resources into “types”.

This is an initial attempt at defining a range of “types”. This will change as contributions are received and issues arise.  The majority of the attached document shows how Chris is looking to populate these resources.   Page numbers refer to the sections in Chris’s pdf:

Academic Institutions (p9-10)

Acronyms & Abbreviations (p66-70)

Annuals (p66-67)

Athletic Material Dealers (p28-29)

Athletic Photographers (p62)

Athletics Publishers (p63)

Bibliographical Resources (p26)

Club Collections (p19-20)

Club, Association, Race & Discipline

(p39-59)

Date Database (p64-65)

Encyclopaedia (p60-61)
Exhibitions


Film Footage (all media formats) (p27)

Online Resources (p21-25)

Periodicals (p31-35)

Personal Projects (p14-18)

Public Institutions (p11-13)
WHAT WE’D LIKE NUTS HISTORY GROUP MEMBERS TO DO WITH THE DOCUMENT:
1   To read and comment on the first eight introductory pages
 

2  To identify the projects you are currently working on (see pages 14-18 as a start)

 

3    To identify additional resources that you have yourself, or that you are aware of, under the different resource types 
on pages 2-3 as listed above
 

4    Other comments and amendments which colleagues would like to make
To help cover the third question the following templates – in word, so it’s easy to add extra lines – might be useful as a guide for comments on some of the types of resources.  These are presented here – one for your own projects (as per pages 14-18), one for books etc and one for websites (pages 21-25): 

TEMPLATES FOR PEOPLE TO USE:
Books etc
	Subject
	Title
	Author
	Publication date
	Details
	Format
	Pages
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Websites

	Description
	Location/web address
	Contents
	Notes

	
	
	
	


Your work
	Name
	Content/Projects
	Notes
	Contact details

	
	
	
	


WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

Once the Register has been progressed then a number of other issues will need to be considered, such as 
· Promotion of the resource, 
· Final design (i.e. making sure of its usability by others and ease of updating) and 
· Any potential tie in to the collection at Cobden (though we already know how much work is needed there!)   Some examples of physical content (books, papers etc) is in that collection but a lot of work is needed on cataloguing first.
All additions and amendments can be sent back to Chris Holloway (via email tipton.harrier@yahoo.co.uk).   Feel free to copy to the rest of the Historical Group (“reply all”) if that might prompt further input?
